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A Dose of Doulos…The Best Medicine Ever
Fifty years ago, oh this is hard to admit, as I finished seminary,
Charlotte and I headed for Tucson, Arizona where I assumed an
associate pastor role in an EFCA church. A year later, our lead
pastor made a move to a New Jersey church, after serving ten
years in Tucson. Now, the church lined up some preaching for that
summer. But they said to this twenty-five year old…you’ll do most
of the preaching. And those were the days when pastors preached
Sunday morning, Sunday evening, and Wednesday nights. At the
time I didn’t have any spare sermons, let alone a barrel of them.
So I asked…“Would it be OK if I preached through I
Thessalonians morning and evening until we’ve finished the
epistle?” The Elders said, “Sure.” So, I dove into the text and that’s
what I did for about five weeks. I learned to love I Thessalonians.

It was probably sermon number two, so the first Sunday evening, when I worked
through the second half of the first chapter. And that’s where we read from this short
chapter:
“For they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we had among you, and how you
turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 10 and to wait for his Son from heaven,
whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.”

Did you catch that back-and-forth line about how these young believers turned to God
from idols to serve…and to wait…?” With confidence in who Jesus was, they
anticipated his promised return. But they didn’t sit in some cave mumbling mantras
while they waited. What did they do? They lived a life of serving “the living and true
God.” Word was out…everyone knew it…in all of Macedonia and Achaia…(v.8) these
folks lived the exchanged-life in serving not idols, but God, while they hung on to the
promised return.
Serve? Paul uses the strongest term possible. Doulos – serving humbly as would a
slave. Jesus had taught that service is about exercising faithfulness and wisdom, Luke
12. There he said, “Blessed is that servant whom his master will find so doing when he
comes.” V. 43.
Encore is about serving the living and true God. We do it together. Along with the
pastors of our church we want to help you carry out what followers of Jesus have
always done…to dig down deep into the mind and heart of God and come up serving.
I’m reading a book that I heard about a week or two back. It is called “Wonder Drug.”
No, it has nothing to do with Covid, but everything to do with serving others. Using 250
studies, Dr. Anthony Mazzarelli and Dr. Steven Trzeciak offer compelling evidence that
“serving others is the best medicine in any environment.” They go on to say, “Kinder
people not only live longer, but they also live better. Science supports that serving
others is not just the right thing to do, it is also the smart thing.”
Oh, and this: It’s not enough to simply “serve.” If she OR he is dragging you along,
well, you’re wasting your time. According to this scientific study, “motives matter.”
One of the banes on our society is the astonishing myriad of self-help books and
sermons that call people to live for themselves. There are hundreds, no thousands of

such talks and titles. But what if we turned this life on its head and accepted the call to
service?
Isn’t it time, as Jesus said in Luke 19? In his story, Jesus calls us to “Engage in
business until I come.” His Kingdom business.
That’s how we wait…til Jesus comes!
- Joe Bubar

“SPOT LIGHT”
Rick Robertson organizes the Encore All Call Bridge
as well as serving as the Local Impact Coordinator
for Two Rivers Church (2RC). In both roles, he helps
to connect people with service projects that benefit
the church, the community, and God’s Kingdom.
Rick and his wife, Terri, joined Two Rivers in 2014 but
have been in Knoxville since he joined Bechtel as a
project manager in 1983. Soon after joining the
church and learning to listen to God’s still small
voice, Rick retired from Bechtel to take on the 2RC Local Impact Coordinator job as a
volunteer. Since then, he has helped launch the Roane County and Bearden
campuses, organized our Love Serves Weekends, identified service opportunities with
local non-profits, overseen our help to Eaton Elementary School, and supported
various church ministries with special projects.
The Encore All Call Bridge engages participants in service projects that generally take
place at 2RC’s Harrison Lane Campus, around tables that allow you to simultaneously
socialize and serve (and snack). We are currently creating items that can be used in
Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes, which are the starting point for one of the
world’s largest evangelical outreach efforts.
Contact Rick at LocalImpact@2RC.tv for more information on Encore All Call or
Kingdom-based service projects in general.

Galatians 5:13
You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to
indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love.

“Spot Light” will focus on Encore members in action.
If you are a member of Encore or know of a member involved in a service or social
activity we would love more information to share in our future “Spot Light” articles.
Contact Jacqueline Burg at JacquelineABurg@gmail.com or 865-257-1624.

Independence Day Prayer

Lord, we stand today as our forefathers have stood before You in times
gone by, celebrating our history and reveling in all the great things that our
country has achieved. On this day we rejoice in the favor You have
graciously given us. We thank You for the blessings of liberty for this
generation and the generations to come. We thank You for our
independence, and peace for all those who have bravely given their lives in
defense of freedom and justice. We thank You that Your gracious and
provident hand has given us so much. Yet as a nation and people we have
not always chosen the right way. We ask You to forgive us for these times.
On this day we commit ourselves to wholeheartedly honoring and serving
You. With everything that we are, we lay our lives before You. Make us a
generous people, a holy nation, a people set aside to love You forever, for
the sake of the land of the brave and free, and the peoples and nations of
this world. Today, we do not presume Your grace for our country. Our land is
in need of You, Our people are in need of You. Our industry and business
are in need of You. May we look only to You This Independence Day,
dependent on You. Please come now by Your glorious Holy Spirit. Breathe
new life into the sinews of this nation. May justice flow like rivers, and
righteousness like a never-failing stream until the whole of our country is
covered with Your glory as the waters cover the sea. We ask all this in the
wonderful name of Jesus, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
One God, now and for all eternity. Amen.

COME AND SEE TOUR: ISRAEL
NOVEMBER 13-22, 2022

Tour Hosts and Teachers:
Joe and Charlotte Bubar and Lee Eclov

Guide: Andrey Yurin

For information: joebubar47@gmail.com
Text: 805-550-6611

Grandparenting Summit
October 20-21, 2022
Live in Jacksonville, FL at Crosswater Community Church

Live Streamed to Two Rivers Church!
Learn how you can help your grandchildren follow Christ, leave a lasting
legacy of love, and influence future generations of your family for Christ,
join us for the 2022 Legacy Grandparenting Summit. For more
information, click here.
Our Encore ministry will be simulcasting this two-day event on the
Harrison Lane campus. All grandparents and hope-ro-be grandparents
are invited to join.
Registration is now open! Use the link below to register, and ue the code
“THANKYOU” for an early bird discount.
Register at: https://brushfire.com/legacycoalition/simulcast/533247

Views from the Bridges…
(Encore’s ministry is broken into eight sections - or “bridges.” Some updates are listed below)

ALL CALL BRIDGE:
Encore All Call & Pickleball Event
July 13 | 10:00 until noon | Amped/Student Center
Join us for a special edition of our monthly Encore All Call get
together! This time, you can make Operation Christmas Child
shoebox crafts while you are waiting for your turn on the indoor
pickleball court. No experience necessary. Bring a friend, neighbor,
pickleball teammate, or anyone else! We’ll have some paddles and
balls, or bring your own. It’s going to be fun!!

MENTORING BRIDGE:
Hello Encore Friends,
The fall semester will begin soon and there will be various mentoring opportunities to have a profound
impact on future generations.
Currently, there are leader positions available in the children’s and student ministries on the Harrison
Lane Campus. You can call the church office and ask for contact information for the ministry pastor of
the age group you’re interested in serving.
Also in the region, tnAchieves is currently accepting applications for COMPLETE coach positions in
Knoxville. COMPLETE coaches work directly with students to ensure they access and graduate from
college. Learn more about this position at tnachieves.org/about-us/jobs/.
As we learn about more mentoring opportunities we’ll post them in the monthly Encore Newsletter.

SERVICE BRIDGE:
Summertime Summertime Summertime!! Hope y'all are having a great summer.
If you are currently involved in any service ministry that has a shortage of volunteers, please let us
know so we share those needs with our Encore members.
I'm fairly certain with vacations and extra outside projects many organizations are currently hurting for
help. As Encore members you may be looking for opportunities to serve and be a blessing to others.
If your organization has a need or if you would like to volunteer, Email information to
Kennethjburg@aol.com so we can help you connect.

Remember we are in the Volunteer State and serving others almost always puts a smile on your face
as well as those we serve.

SOCIAL BRIDGE:
Smokies - Baseball | July 12th | 7:15pm
Enjoy an evening at the Smokies with the Encore Group. We hope to buy a group of tickets together
so make your plans soon.
$11.50 Ticket
$2.00 Convenience Charge
$13.50 Per Person
Possible Carpool from church if you need a ride. Contact Jacqueline Burg for Tickets (call or text
865-257-1624 or email JacquelineABurg@gmail.com)
“Spot Light” will focus on Encore members in action. If you are a member of Encore or know of a
member involved in a service or social activity we would love more information to share in our future
“Spot Light” articles. Contact Jacqueline Burg at JacquelineABurg@gmail.com or 865-257-1624.
Here are some photos of Encore members helping out at HELPING MAMAS KNOXVILLE

Helping Mamas collects and redistributes essential baby items such as diapers, wipes, bottles,
clothes, and car seats to their 30 partner organizations across East Tennessee. Together, they are
able to alleviate stress and ensure time is spent focusing on job training, parenting education,
schooling, and medical training for their children.
http://tennessee.helpingmamas.org 121 S. David Ln., Suite 1, Knoxville, TN 37922

Coffee Time!!
You are invited to join some of the Encore Bridge Leaders and other
Encore participants to have coffee and conversation each
Wednesday from 9:00am to 10:00 or 10:30 am in the Fireside Room
on the Harrison Lane campus. Drop in on one of these days or all of
these days. Come for a few minutes or stay the whole time. This is
just an informal opportunity to chat and connect with others in the
same season of life!

Events Calendar
JULY
6 - Coffee Time
12 - Smokies Game
13 - All Call Event (OCC & Pickleball)
20 - Coffee Time
27 - Coffee Time

For more details about Encore events, visit the church website at 2rc.tv/events
Encore Bridge Leaders are here to encourage others in the life and ministry to which they are
called. We don’t pretend to have the answers but would gladly talk and pray with you. Here’s
who we are and how you can get plugged in:

8 Bridges of Encore
PRAYER: The prayer bridge is designed to provide prayer support for the Encore Community. This
includes personal needs and concerns of individual participants and their families, as well as praying
for God’s direction for Encore Ministry as we move forward. Prayer requests will be posted as
received on the Encore Realm Group (Prayer Bridge-6) making it personal to Encore.
CONTACT JANE CALFEE - jane@thecalfees.com

CARE: The goal of the Care Bridge is to provide a pathway to connect with and
support individuals who find themselves in circumstances that make it difficult to
attend church or otherwise benefit from 2RC support groups. This Bridge
provides Encore members the opportunity to join the 2RC Care Visitation Team
to make hospital visits and to visit those who cannot regularly attend church for
services and functions (e.g., those who are in nursing homes or are otherwise
unable to attend church). Additional Care opportunities will be identified as
needs arise.
CONTACT DAVID FOWLER - fowler.david.e@gmail.com

SOCIAL: The Social Bridge is designed to help retired folks meet new friends
and enjoy deeper community through large and small group activities. Entering
retirement can be a big transition from regular engagement in a working
community to forming new community through activities and volunteering. With
more time comes greater opportunity to connect. Our team desires to create
environments where friendships and community can develop.
CONTACT JACQUELINE BURG - jacquelineaburg@gmail.com

SERVE: We desire to help Encore participants engage alongside others from
2RC who are already on serving teams in ministries in the community (Meals on
Wheels) or at 2RC (set design, building maintenance, etc.). We will maintain a
list of specific opportunities and contacts to connect people who want to serve in
whatever environment or setting they feel called or comfortable.
CONTACT KEN BURG - kennethjburg@aol.com

ALL-CALL: This Bridge is being designed to reach the largest section of our Encore members. The
current vision for the All-Call Bridge is to engage participants in service projects that generally take
place at Two Rivers Church’s Harrison Lane Campus. These projects will typically take place around

tables that allow you to simultaneously socialize and serve. We are working at becoming a significant
player in the Operation Christmas Child efforts in Knoxville.
CONTACT RICK & TERRI ROBERTSON - localimpact@2rc.tv or terri@rrphotos.com

HOSPITALITY: The Hospitality Bridge is designed to show Christ’s love to people in the Encore
group, church members and people outside our walls. We can achieve this by organizing meals for
Encore gatherings, for Encore members who have been ill or are experiencing a death in their family
and are not affiliated with a 2RC Group.
CONTACT LYNNETTE PAYNE - annlynnettegp@gmail.com

MENTORING: The purpose of the Mentoring Bridge is to connect Encore
participants with mentees who need a trusted and experienced person to
counsel, train, equip, or advise them. Members of this Bridge-team become
vetted to work with such ministries as our 2RC Family Ministries, our 2RC
Harbor Ministries, Kids Hope USA, CASA, Bridge Refugee, Generous House,
and others.
CONTACT ROSEMARY PORTWOOD - spot1993@gmail.com

CONSULTING: Our intention of the Consulting Bridge is to find those challenging places that
sometimes slow people down as they enter and navigate through retirement. Challenges like:
re-purposing and positioning, finances, gift-ministry alignment, time management, along with others
yet to be discovered.
CONTACT JOE BUBAR - joebubar47@gmail.com

________________________________________________________________________

ENCORE MINISTRY
________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________
Encore Ministry endeavors to cast a God-sized vision for helping retirees build a Kingdom-based
legacy, launch relational environments to go shoulder to shoulder to make a gospel impact, and bond
with a fun and supportive community.

