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JOY
“Welcome to this brand new day,” voices Hallerin Hilton Hill as he
launches each hour of his Knoxville daily radio talk-show. As he
prescribes positive thinking, he ends his lead-in with “and live this
day with all the joy, wonder, and enthusiasm you can muster.”
I catch pieces of this preacher-son’s broadcaster most every
weekday. Sometimes I’m amused and sometimes provoked.
When “Triple H” advertises, many of his sponsors get a personal
testimony from him. I guess that works. Sometimes callers
become really worked up at him, but Hal just seems to listen, wait
his turn, and respond with a “thanks.”
While
I’d
be
the
last
person
to
prescribe
the
Peale-Schuller-Olsteen mantras of positive thinking, I do wonder

at times why a lot of us come across as pathetic pouters who are angry at virtually
every authority in our lives. I’ve even heard Mr. Hill say, and I paraphrase; “I don’t trust
any politician.” Some Muddites won’t trust promoters, politicians, pastors, or even their
parents. And in that, they so often project a Charlie Brown-like fog of gloom wherever
they go. Hopeless, or so they seem to be.
I’d like not to be that way. How about you? It’s not good enough for this ol boy to simply
have “joy in my heart.” I’ve got to get it out! When I look at the only truly innocent I
know, the one who was the most misunderstood and abused person in history, I think,
“he handled the pressure with joy.” He did. In fact, Jesus had joy set before him and
was able thereby to endure the cross (Hebrews 2:2). Joy wasn’t the outcome. It was
the filter through which all of his life passed. And one of his messengers, Paul, insisted
that he rejoiced “in his sufferings” for the sake of his friends in Colossae. (Colossians
1:24”)
How could Paul do that? How could he have joy in his heart when he had pain in his
body? And he did suffer – prison, shipwreck, hunger, beatings, and the list goes on.
Sometimes things would seem great for Paul, but at other times, painful. In Philippians
4 he gave the key. I must focus on this. Paul asserted, “I can do all things through him
who strengthens me.” I can make it, with joy, because Jesus is in me. Encourage each
other to remember this promise too. And pray for each other to “be strengthened
according to his glorious might, for all endurance and patience”… here it comes, “with
joy.” (Colossians 1:11).
For some of you even-keeled retirees, this comes easier than for the rest of us. But the
source of joy is available for all who walk with and seek the person and power of
Christ. Someone needs to see Christ in you today. Who is it? Show them His joy!
-Joe Bubar

“SPOT LIGHT”
Ken Burg is the coordinator for the Encore Service Bridge and
has been attending Two Rivers with his wife, Jacqueline, since
2002. They moved here from Buffalo, NY where Ken was a
college professor. While at Two Rivers he has served as a
Middle School leader, coed small group and Men’s group leader,
and more at 2RC. He volunteers with Meals on Wheels as well,
so you can see that Ken truly has the heart of a servant - a
perfect match for the Encore Service Bridge!
The Service Bridge provides awareness of opportunities to engage alongside others at
Two Rivers who are serving within our congregation and in the community at large.
There is a service project list available to help Encore members find the ministry
opportunities that are best suited for their calling and gifts.
Contact Ken at KennethJBurg@aol.com (865) 257-1623
Matthew 5:16
So don’t hide your light! Let it shine brightly before others so that the commendable
things you do will shine as a light upon them and they will give their praise to your
Father in Heaven.

“Spot Light” will focus on Encore members in action.
If you are a member of Encore or know of a member involved in a service or social
activity we would love more information to share in our future “Spot Light” articles.
Contact Jacqueline Burg at JacquelineABurg@gmail.com or 865-257-1624.

SIMPLY GIVE
WHAT’S BEEN GIVEN TO US
LIVING OUR FAITH
LEARNING TO TRUST
GOD GIVES US CONFIDENCE
THAT MOTIVATES US
COMING FROM A SOURCE
WE PERSONALLY TRUST
WHEN MUSCLE AND MASS
BEGIN TO DISSOLVE
OUR STRENGTH MUST TURN
TO ANOTHER RESOLVE
NOT LOOKING BACK
ON WHAT WE’VE DONE
BUT USING GOD’S GIFTS
BEFORE OUR SETTING SUN
BECAUSE OVERCOMING ISN’T A TROPHY
WE PROUDLY DISPLAY
BUT GIVING IN TO A CONQUEROR
WHO SHOWS US THE WAY
SO REINFORCE YOUR STRENGTH
BY GIVING IT AWAY
FOR OUR CIRCLE OF LIFE
COULD START TODAY
-Larry Griffin

Grandparenting Summit
The Legacy Grandparenting Conference is for you if…
● You want to see your grandchildren follow Christ
● You desire to leave a lasting legacy of love
● You want to influence generations of your family for Christ

Two inspiring days to help you build your spiritual legacy.
October 20-21, 2022

Live in Jacksonville, FL at Crosswater Community Church

Live Streamed to Two Rivers Church!
Registration opens in June
We will send sign-up info soon!
For more information, visit https://legacycoalition.com/summit/

Views from the Bridges…
(Encore’s ministry is broken into eight sections - or “bridges.” Some updates are listed below)

ALL CALL BRIDGE:
All Call is meeting monthly on the Harrison Lane campus in the
Student Center/Amped. Please join us for our next get together on
Wednesday, May 18 at 10:00am-12:00pm. We'll socialize and snack
while we make items for 2022 Operation Christmas Child
shoeboxes.
If you haven't tried this before, this would be the perfect time to test
it out! If you're returning from last year, bring a friend or two or a
dozen. The more the merrier!

SOCIAL BRIDGE:
Several Encore members gathered for a hike to White Oak Sinks on April 21. This area is a popular
Spring wildflower destination. On their adventure we were able to see yellow Lady Slippers, Shooting
Stars, purple phlox, white trillium and many more! God’s creation is priceless! Thanks to Jane Calfee
for organizing this.

Vickie Andrews, Mike and Jan Summers, Jim Calfee, Ken Root, Chris Haire and Jane Calfee (not pictured)

We are hoping to have a number of activities in the next few months. Jacqueline will be emailing
members on the Social Encore list to keep you updated. If you are not on the list but would like to be,
just let her know.
Jacqueline Burg - JacquelineABurg@gmail.com or 865-257-1624
Coffee Time!!
You are invited to join some of the Encore Bridge Leaders and other
Encore participants to have coffee and conversation each
Wednesday from 9:00am to 10:00 or 10:30 am in the Fireside Room
on the Harrison Lane campus. Drop in on one of these days or all of
these days. Come for a few minutes or stay the whole time. This is
just an informal opportunity to chat and connect with others in the
same season of life!

Events Calendar

MAY
4 - Coffee Time
5 - Encore Prayer Bridge Luncheon
11 - Coffee Time
18 - All Call
25 - Coffee Time

For more details about Encore events, visit the church website at 2rc.tv/events

Encore Bridge Leaders are here to encourage others in the life and ministry to which they are
called. We don’t pretend to have the answers but would gladly talk and pray with you. Here’s
who we are and how you can get plugged in:

8 Bridges of Encore
PRAYER: The prayer bridge is designed to provide prayer support for the Encore Community. This
includes personal needs and concerns of individual participants and their families, as well as praying
for God’s direction for Encore Ministry as we move forward. Prayer requests will be posted as
received on the Encore Realm Group (Prayer Bridge-6) making it personal to Encore.
CONTACT JANE CALFEE - jane@thecalfees.com

CARE: The goal of the Care Bridge is to provide a pathway to connect with and
support individuals who find themselves in circumstances that make it difficult to
attend church or otherwise benefit from 2RC support groups. This Bridge
provides Encore members the opportunity to join the 2RC Care Visitation Team
to make hospital visits and to visit those who cannot regularly attend church for
services and functions (e.g., those who are in nursing homes or are otherwise
unable to attend church). Additional Care opportunities will be identified as
needs arise.
CONTACT DAVID FOWLER - fowler.david.e@gmail.com

SOCIAL: The Social Bridge is designed to help retired folks meet new friends
and enjoy deeper community through large and small group activities. Entering
retirement can be a big transition from regular engagement in a working
community to forming new community through activities and volunteering. With
more time comes greater opportunity to connect. Our team desires to create
environments where friendships and community can develop.
CONTACT JACQUELINE BURG - jacquelineaburg@gmail.com

SERVE: We desire to help Encore participants engage alongside others from
2RC who are already on serving teams in ministries in the community (Meals on
Wheels) or at 2RC (set design, building maintenance, etc.). We will maintain a
list of specific opportunities and contacts to connect people who want to serve in
whatever environment or setting they feel called or comfortable.
CONTACT KEN BURG - kennethjburg@aol.com

ALL-CALL: This Bridge is being designed to reach the largest section of our Encore members. The
current vision for the All-Call Bridge is to engage participants in service projects that generally take
place at Two Rivers Church’s Harrison Lane Campus. These projects will typically take place around
tables that allow you to simultaneously socialize and serve. We are working at becoming a significant
player in the Operation Christmas Child efforts in Knoxville.
CONTACT RICK & TERRI ROBERTSON - localimpact@2rc.tv or terri@rrphotos.com

HOSPITALITY: The Hospitality Bridge is designed to show Christ’s love to people in the Encore
group, church members and people outside our walls. We can achieve this by organizing meals for
Encore gatherings, for Encore members who have been ill or are experiencing a death in their family
and are not affiliated with a 2RC Group.
CONTACT LYNNETTE PAYNE - annlynnettegp@gmail.com

MENTORING: The purpose of the Mentoring Bridge is to connect Encore participants with mentees
who need a trusted and experienced person to counsel, train, equip, or advise them. Members of this
Bridge-team become vetted to work with such ministries as our 2RC Family Ministries, our 2RC
Harbor Ministries, Kids Hope USA, CASA, Bridge Refugee, Generous House, and others.
CONTACT ROSEMARY PORTWOOD - spot1993@gmail.com

CONSULTING: Our intention of the Consulting Bridge is to find those challenging places that
sometimes slow people down as they enter and navigate through retirement. Challenges like:
re-purposing and positioning, finances, gift-ministry alignment, time management, along with others
yet to be discovered.
CONTACT JOE BUBAR - joebubar47@gmail.com

________________________________________________________________________

ENCORE MINISTRY
________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________
Encore Ministry endeavors to cast a God-sized vision for helping retirees build a Kingdom-based
legacy, launch relational environments to go shoulder to shoulder to make a gospel impact, and bond
with a fun and supportive community.

