
The Next Christmas | Revelation 21:9-27
Advent:  December 4th, 2022

My Story Questions
These questions/activities help the group know one another and transition to deeper discussion.
Choose one.
OR….You might start each meeting with one person sharing highlights of their story for 5-8
minutes.
1)  When have you experienced a long wait for something you were really looking forward to?
2)  When have you been in an especially ornate sanctuary?  How did that make you feel?

Study Questions
These are meant for personal preparation and group discussion. Use all or pick a few to
discuss.
1) Read Revelation 21:9-21 The presence of God makes heaven glorious.  What images of
the new Jerusalem capture this idea of majesty.

2) How are the attributes of God’s security and God’s sufficiency displayed?

3) How does what we learn about God motivate our worship?

4) Read Exodus 40:34-35,  Ezekiel 43:1-5 The cube dimensions of the new city calls up Old
Testament imagery of the place God dwells with his people.  How is “God with us” pictured in
these passages and in other Bible references?

5) How do you imagine His presence will be experienced in Heaven?

6) Read Philippians 3:20-21. The bride of the Lamb is pictured by the New City coming from
heaven. What is indicated by the names on the gates and foundations?

7)  What relationships are you most eager to see restored to unity in eternity?  Why is it
important to work toward healing in your relationships today?

8) What steps can we take to develop deeper fellowship with believers now?

9) Read Colossians 3:1-17. Paul challenges believers to live differently in light of future glory.
What things are we to put off and what things are we to put on?

10) How does living in this way bring heaven to earth? (See Matthew 6:9-10)

11) What needs to change in my life to better align with God’s purposes?

12) Read Revelation 21:22-27 Who are the residents of the new city. Who will not be in there?
How does this affect your prayers for unbelievers?

13)Imagine and discuss what spiritual, physical and relational restoration might look like in
heaven? (See 1 Corinthians 2:9 )

14) Who needs to be encouraged with this eternal hope?

Responding to Jesus
Offer these questions for personal reflection before your group prayer time.
1) Lord,  When have I experienced your presence this week?
2) Lord, “How does my view of Christmas need adjusting?”


